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The City of Melville Art Collection began in 1962, one year after the “Shire of Melville” was established (formerly the 
“Melville Roads Board”). Appropriately, the City’s fi rst acquisition was a portrait of Mayor Carroll by Owen Garde. A 
watercolour ‘Point Dundas’, by Ivor Hunt, was acquired shorty after in 1963 which is included in this exhibition.

In 1976, the City of Melville’s well-known Art Awards commenced and the City has since been committed to the 
acquisition of works by Western Australian emerging and established artists participating in this annual cultural event. 
Over 100 works in the City’s collection have been purchased from local artists through the Art Awards. Many of these 
are on display in the exhibition.

The City is understandably very proud of its collection which in 2015 consists of over 300 works. It represents a 
signifi cant cultural and fi nancial investment for the City and works are permanently on display throughout the City’s civic 
and community buildings.

Selecting works for this exhibition was no easy task and artworks that are not represented here are by no means of 
lesser importance to the collection. We are pleased however to be able to showcase approximately 40 artists in this 
exhibition and we look forward to hosting an afternoon talk, at 1.00pm on Saturday, 7 February 2015 with some of these 
artists sharing their unique arts practices, creative journeys and experiences with the public.

Arts Offi cers, Anne Farren, Lee Holben (née Ord) and Hannah Katarski have all played a key role in the development and 
conservation of the collection over the years. Anne’s expertise in Textile Art, for example, lead to a major focus area of 
the collection and in 2003, Lee’s initiative to subscribe the City of Melville to the Turner Galleries ‘Art Angel’ sponsorship 
programme has notably developed the City’s works on paper collection.

The City’s close association with Atwell Arts Centre & Gallery, run by the Melville Community Arts Association (MCAA) in 
Alfred Cove, also deserves mention with a number of works on display originating from MCAA exhibitions and its members.

Another signifi cant development in the history of the collection was the establishment of Heathcote Museum and Gallery 
in 2000. It is then quite fi tting that several works acquired through Heathcote’s exhibition programme are once again on 
show in this very same venue, in a different assemblage of work.

As the City of Melville continues to change and connect with new communities, suburbs, artists and cultural groups, so too 
will the art collection evolve to refl ect the people, places, lifestyle, heritage and culture that make up the City of Melville.

I hope visitors will fi nd beauty, nostalgia, learning, wit and inspiration in the diverse range and exceptional talent of the 
artworks belonging to the City of Melville.

Please enjoy COLLECTED: Selected works from the City of Melville Art Collection.

Special thanks to Jana Braddock, Heathcote Gallery Curator, Jenny Scott, Museums and Gallery Offi cer, former City of 
Melville Arts Offi cers and the artists who have all contributed to this exhibition.

Julia Robinson-White
Cultural Development Offi cer – Arts
City of Melville
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Front image: John Stribling, Skyscape 2 Raffl es Hotel, 2009, Acrylic on Canvas.            #comcollected

Luda Korczynskyj, Caladenia Arenaria, 2004,
Ceramic

Eva Fernández, Straightjacket and Nurse, 2012,
Archival Inkjet Print

Stephen Marr, The Drifter, 2009,
Oil Paint on Fibreglass

Ivor Hunt, Point Dundas, 1963,
Watercolour (detail)

Elizabeth Morley, Twin Totems, 2002,
Textile (Embroidery) mounted in Perspex

Lisa Roet, Tendrils of Platinum, 2005,
Screen Print

Ben Sherar, Sunday Afternoon, 2008,
Oil on Canvas (detail)

Noel Morrison, The Sun, 2007,
Acrylic on Canvas (detail) 
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